MP3 Outside Reading:  Biography/Autobiography Oral Report
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Objectives:
1.	To read an autobiography or biography
2.	To demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the book read
3.	To demonstrate thorough preparation and presentation of the oral report
4.	To learn the PowerPoint program and utilize technology to enhance a presentation 
5.	To engage the audience in the presentation and incite conversation or questions.Brief Explanation:
For this project, you will read about an individual and then create a presentation that will allow your classmates to learn about the book you read and the person discussed.  From the criteria on the next page, you will choose those aspects you think are most important to share with your peers and then compile your information into an organized, engaging presentation.  

Requirements for presentation:

1.	All of you will have a PowerPoint to accompany your presentation.  We will work with the computers to practice and to specifically outline the expectations for a quality presentation.  
·	Additionally, you may include audio-visuals as they relate to your subject:  videotapes, music, computer animations/graphics, transparencies on the overhead projector, classroom handout, slides, posters, costumes, props, and pictures are all appropriate.  (You MUST make arrangements for your visual supplement at least 2 days before your presentation is due.)

2.	Your oral report must 5-8 minutes, which means no less than five (5) minutes and no longer than eight minutes (8).  You must practice and time your presentation.  For every 30 seconds over or under the time, you lose 5 points.  Timing is critical!!

3.	Following your presentation, you must write a personal critique of how you thought you performed.  It should include the following reflections: 
	What you were most worried about.

How you thought you did over all
What grade you would give yourself
What would you change for next time?  How could you make this better?  

4.	This will be worth 150 points and will be assessed using a rubric for content, delivery, and visual presentation.  

Due Dates:  
For this report, we will have rolling due dates.  After you’ve all chosen your books, you will be required to sign up for a time to present.  All projects are due for submission on the same day, though revisions may be made afterward.  On the day of your presentation, you are to have all of your presentation in class with you, (any visuals, props, etc.), and be ready to present.  If you are absent on the day of your presentation, you will need a note from a parent and will be expected to present the day you return to school.   

For each day you are not prepared, you lose 10% of your grade.  
Content:  
Your oral book report should include information about the most relevant and interesting information about the person’s life.  Below are criteria you may talk about in your presentation. 

	First, you must explain the point of the book and the person about whom it’s written.  Why should we care?
	Comment on how the specific organization, content, and writing of the book enhances or perhaps limits your overall understanding of the person’s life.  
	Then, you will choose 3 of the criteria below and address them in your presentation.
·	Illustrate this person’s defining personal characteristics and how those characteristics have shaped the course of his/her life

·	Explain how this book presents this individual as a person worthy of admiration/emulation
·	Explain the personal events/influences that helped or hurt this person
·	Describe and illustrate this person’s achievements 
·	Define specifically the pivotal event/moment in the life of this person
·	If applicable, explain what the title means
·	For biographies, explain the interest the author took in the person’s life, and how that shaped the book.  Does the author present an impartial view of the individual?  If the subject of the book is the author, does the book appear to be an accurate and fair evaluation of his/her life?

Organization:  
There are many ways to organize your presentation so it will be both informative and interesting.  Below are some options for you to choose from:  

Option #1:  Begin with the person’s major accomplishments and then describe what factors helped this person to succeed or fail:	           		
family		hard work	personal weaknesses
friends		talent		bad decisions
coaches		luck		injuries

Option #2: Introduce the person and describe the significant events of his/her life through:
·	anecdotes (stories told by them or about them)
·	what others have to say about them
·	quotes by the author or by others
·	demonstrations of their work, talent

Option #3: Use personal characteristics to reveal the person’s thoughts and actions.  Identify the characteristics the person possesses and then use events from the person’s life to illustrate each quality:  determination, thoughtfulness, intelligence, bravery, humor, etc.

Option #4: A chronological retelling of a person’s life is one option.  Use a creative approach to keep this format from becoming boring.  Life maps and time lines provide a graphic organizer for significant events.

ALL OF THESE WILL NEED TO ADDRESS THE BOOK LAYOUT/FORMAT AS WELL!!


