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Question 1
The two main characters in the novel The Giver, by Lois Lowry, are the Giver of memories and Jonas who is selected to become the Receiver of memories. 
The Giver is an older man who is the most honored and respected elder in the community. He is the one who, through his knowledge and wisdom, carries the burden of pain for the entire community. He is the only member of the community who experiences intense physical pain and deep emotions. He is extremely lonely because he is forbidden by rule to share the details of his memories with others.  The Giver admits to Jonas that "’there will be a whole part of your life which you won't be able to share with a family.  It's hard, Jonas. It was hard for me’" (Lowry 103).  He is responsible for training the Receiver of memories to share his burden.  
Jonas is the twelve year old boy who is selected to become the next Receiver of memories.  The Giver trains Jonas by putting his hands on Jonas' back and transferring his memories to Jonas.  He works with Jonas for almost a year and transfers all kinds of memories to him including sailing, sledding, snow, rain, sunshine, love, war, hunger, and intense physical pain.  Once Jonas has experienced the memories he begins to question the values of the community and wonders why the memories cannot be shared by the others: "’But why can't everyone have the memories?  I think it would seem a little easier if the memories were shared. You and I wouldn't have to bear so much by ourselves if everybody took a part’" (Lowry 95).  
Throughout the year of training, the Giver and Receiver of memories form a bond and explore the options that they have to choose from.  Both of them feel that the community should share the memories but do not know how to bring about the change because "’then everyone would be burdened and pained. They don't want that.  And that's the real reason the Receiver is so vital to them, and so honored.  They selected me - and you- to lift that burden from themselves’" (Lowry 112).  Based on their views, each character chooses whether to change or not.  The Giver is a static character, knowing what his responsibility is and following through with it despite Jonas’ questioning.  Jonas, however, does change.  His questions reveal that he is a dynamic character because he changes his views on his community.  As a result, he leaves the community forever to find one that does not go against his beliefs.

Question 2 
The setting of The Giver is a gray, flat, regimented, routine community:
[Jonas] stood at the foot of the bridge that spanned the river, the bridge that citizens were allowed to cross only on official business. Jonas had crossed it on school trips, visiting the outlying communities, and he knew that the land beyond the bridge was much the same, flat and well ordered, with fields for agriculture. (Lowry 106) 
There is no change of seasons or any type of weather - no sun, snow, rain, heat, or cold.  There are also no colors, music or animals.
The people in the story follow a strict code of conduct with a set of rules that address every situation. They are almost robotic and do not experience any deep emotion or have a choice in any aspect of their lives. The Giver describes life in the community as "so orderly, so predictable - so painless" (Lowry 103).  Houses are called dwellings, not a house or a home.  Each family unit is allowed only two children - one male and one female. Spouses are assigned not chosen. Jonas describes their lives as "citizens bicycling home from uneventful days at work, ordinary lives free of anguish because he had been selected, as others before him had, to bear their burden" (Lowry 121).  They lived in a world of oblivion and were happy with it.
The story takes place at some point in the future.  The technology used in the community includes videotaping and an extensive speaker system that extends to every dwelling in the community. Also the people no longer see color although it does exist in the community as Jonas is able to see red apples and Fiona's red hair.
This type of setting is crucial to the plot of The Giver because at first, it keep Jonas from knowing any true emotion.  Then, when Jonas experiences all of these emotions and memories for the first time, it heightens his reaction to them. If all of these things already existed in his community there would really be no story.  By gaining these memories Jonas realizes how much is lacking in the community and how much he wants to bring about change.

Question 3 
The Giver by Lois Lowry is a book everyone should own.  For that reason, I would buy this book and lend it to as many people as I could.  It sends a lasting message to everyone about the importance of feeling and accepting the differences of others.  The Giver tells Jonas, that if Jonas escapes, “it will mean that the community has to bear the burden [of truth] themselves” (Lowry 156).  But, he also says that he thinks “they can, and that they will acquire some wisdom” (Lowry 156).  Sometimes it is hard to know and understand truth that is different from our own expectations, but this story is a great reminder that without the truth, we all live in a colorless world.  I will buy this book and reread it many times.


