Character Sketch Writing Assignment:

Choose a character and write a character sketch based on what we know of them in the early scenes from the play Romeo and Juliet.  For each character describe what you have learned about his/her background, his/her personality, and his/her specific relationship with the other characters.  Support your information with reference to specific incidents in the play.  

Remember to:
	Use direct quotations to support your points ( and contextualize, embed, and analyze (CQA) them!)
	Write in present tense (and underline your verbs!!)
	Avoid the Unforgivables
	Keep it to a page per sketch; sketches are supposed to be short!!
	Take risks!! 


Example:

As Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and Juliet, begins, Juliet is thirteen years old and is the only surviving child of Lord and Lady Capulet.  She lives in Verona, Italy where the Capulet and Montague families have been feuding with one another for years.  Juliet appears to have a good relationship with her father more so than with her mother, particularly with regard to the topic of her marriage.  When County Paris asks Lord Capulet if he can court Juliet, her father shows respect and concern for Juliet:  “Let two more summers wither in their pride / Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride” (Shakespeare 1.2.10-11).  Lord Capulet also states that Juliet’s consent is necessary before any marriage can take place.  Though Juliet is not present for this conversation, Capulet’s views reflect an understanding of his child:  she is not ready for marriage.  This is underscored in the conversation between Juliet and her mother, Lady Capulet.  When Lady Capulet inquires of Juliet’s view of marriage, Juliet insists that it is an “honor  that [she] dreams not of” (1.3.71).  Still, Juliet is a young girl – just thirteen – and is obedient to her mother’s wishes that she “think of marriage now” (1.3.75); Juliet dutifully replies that she will consider Paris as a possible suitor.  

Other notes:
This can be handwritten, but it should follow the MLA format for all papers.
	Note how I formatted the poetry in text:  you use space-slash-space between lines.  To cite lines, you indicate act, scene, then lines, just as I did.


