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WRITING

INTRODUCTION

The 2009–2010 Writing Item and Scoring Sampler Supplement displays released items from the 2009 
PSSA operational test. This sampler supplement is to be used in conjunction with the previous year’s item 
sampler. The 2008 –2009 Writing Item and Scoring Sampler can be found on the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education website at http://www.pde.state.pa.us/. Select the “Pre K–12 Schools” tab at the top of the page. 
Then select “Assessment” in the “Learn About” column to the left. Select “Resource Materials” in the “Learn 
About” column of the next page, and then scroll down to fi nd the appropriate sampler. Alternately, you may 
type in or click this link to reach the location of the item samplers:
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/a_and_t/cwp/view.asp?a=108&Q=73314&a_and_tNav=|680|&a_and_tNav=|

This item and scoring sampler supplement contains 12 writing multiple-choice items and one writing 
prompt. The multiple-choice items are connected to embedded-error passages. Each item is preceded by 
the Assessment Anchor and Eligible Content coding. The correct answer is indicated by an asterisk. Each 
item is followed by a brief analysis or rationale. The table following each multiple-choice item displays the 
percentages of students who chose each answer option. The correct answer is also shaded in these tables. 
The table following the writing prompt indicates the students’ performance in composition and conventions 
control at each score point. Sample student responses for each of the scoring levels are also included for the 
writing prompt.
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WRITING

Writing Passage 1 with Multiple-Choice Items

Read the passage below and then answer questions 1–4 on pages 2–4. 

1 Carl Hiaasen is a famous author who uses writing to expose injustices.  2 All of his 
books deal with corruption, deceit, or greed.  3 Hiaasen has published nineteen books so 
far.  4 He published his first one in 1986.  5 He also writes weekly Editorials for The 
Miami Herald.  6 Even though his books are about serious subjects, they are written 
humorously and are filled with adventures and bizarre characters.  7 Hiaasen’s writing 
is well-liked by people of all ages.  8 His books have been translated into thirty 
languages, and he has been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize three times. 

9 Although most of his novels are for adults, two of his most famous novels, Hoot 
(published in 2002) and Flush (published in 2005), are for young adults.  10 Both novels 
confront environmental issues.  11 Hoot is about a group of students who strive to stop 
the construction of a pancake house, to protect the burrows of owls.  12 Flush is about a 
boy who works to prove that a casino boat is emptying its toilets into the ocean, 
polluting the harbor near a swimming beach.  13 Carl Hiaasen exposes greed and 
corruption through enjoyable stories that appeal to readers of all ages. 

B.5

1.  Which sentence correctly combines sentences 3 and 4? 

A  Hiaasen has published nineteen books so far, he published his fi rst one in 1986. 
B  Hiaasen, who has published nineteen books so far, published his fi rst one in 1986.  *
C  Hiaasen, who has published nineteen books so far, he published his fi rst one in 

1986. 
D  Hiaasen has published nineteen books so far, which he published his fi rst one in 

1986. 

Students are given four options to combine two sentences from the passage. Option A forms a run-
on sentence (comma splice), and Option D attempts to combine the sentences using an illogical 
word—“which.” Options B and C make one of the sentences a subordinate clause, but Option C 
incorrectly adds the pronoun “he” before the verb “published.” The correct answer is B.

A B C D

32% 50% 5% 12%

Note:  The percentages listed in the table below each item have been rounded.
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WRITING

B.6

2.  Which word should not be capitalized? 

A  Editorials in sentence 5  *
B  Herald in sentence 5 
C  Pulitzer in sentence 8 
D  Prize in sentence 8 

Students are asked to identify an error in capitalization. The answer options are four capitalized 
words from the passage, and students must check the context of each before choosing the word that 
is improperly capitalized. The correct answer is A. In this instance, “editorials” is a common noun.

A B C D

87% 1% 1% 11%

B.5

3.  Choose the detail that remains on topic and could be added to paragraph 2. 

A  Carl Hiaasen’s last name is Norwegian and is pronounced Hiya-sun. 
B  Hiaasen was born and raised in Florida, and he currently lives in the Florida Keys. 
C  Hiaasen’s nominations for journalism have been in the category of investigative 

reporting. 
D  Hoot was named a Newbery Honor Book, a great achievement in children’s 

literature.  *

This item asks students to place a relevant detail in paragraph 2. While all answer options could be 
considered relevant to the passage, only Option D is relevant to the second paragraph because it 
provides an additional detail about one of Hiaasen’s novels that is mentioned in that paragraph.

A B C D

1% 4% 23% 72%
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WRITING

B.6

4.  Which sentence has an error in comma usage? 

A  sentence 6 
B  sentence 8 
C  sentence 9 
D  sentence 11  *

Students are asked to identify incorrect comma usage. Options A, B, and C demonstrate correct 
comma usage in compound and complex sentences, as well as commas surrounding an appositive. 
Option D is the correct answer because it incorrectly places a comma before an infi nitive verb form.

A B C D

9% 15% 18% 59%



5Grade 8 Writing Item Sampler Supplement 2009–2010

WRITING

Writing Passage 2 with Multiple-Choice Items

Read the passage below and then answer questions 5–8 on pages 5–7.

1 In the 1940s, Percy Lebaron Spencer, an engineer working for the Raytheon 
Company, discovered something interesting.  2 He was working on a research project 
that involved a magnetron (a device that produces microwaves, which are similar to 
radio waves).  3 Magnetrons were used in radar to detect enemy ships and planes 
during World War II.  4 While Spencer was standing by the magnetron, he noticed that 
a chocolate bar in his pocket had melted, even though he had felt no heat.  5 This 
made him curious, so he put a bag of unpopped popcorn in front of the magnetron to 
see what would happen.  6 It popped!  7 Spencer had discovered that microwaves 
could cook food. 

8 Raytheon began selling microwave ovens in 1947.   9 These first ovens were very 
big they weighed over 700 pounds and stood about five feet tall.  10 In addition to 
being as big as refrigerators, they were also expensive.  11 They cost nearly three 
thousand dollars.  12 Because of their akward size and high price, microwave ovens 
were not common in households until the late 1970s when they became affordable to 
the average consumer.  13 Today, microwave ovens are so common and ordinary that 
about ninety percent of all households in the United States have one today. 

B.5

5.  Choose the best place to add this detail to the passage. 
 Since the magnetron was used in radar, they were called radar ranges. 

A  after sentence 8  *
B after sentence 9 
C  after sentence 10 
D  after sentence 11 

This item asks students to place a new detail in the passage. Option A—“after sentence 8”— is the 
best answer because sentences 5–7 contain information about the magnetron and the discovery that 
microwaves could cook food. Sentence 8 moves toward the commercial sale of microwave ovens, 
and the new detail explains why they were called radar ranges. Options B, C, and D are illogical 
placements for the detail.

A B C D

59% 20% 10% 11%
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WRITING

B.6

6.  Choose the version of sentence 9 that best corrects the error in sentence structure. 

A  Standing about fi ve feet tall, these fi rst ovens were very big, weighed over 700 
pounds. 

B  Weighed over 700 pounds and stood about fi ve feet tall, these fi rst ovens were 
very big. 

C  These fi rst ovens they were very big, weighing over 700 pounds and stood about 
fi ve feet tall. 

D  These fi rst ovens were very big, weighing over 700 pounds and standing about 
fi ve feet tall.  *

Students are asked to choose the sentence that corrects a run-on sentence. The answer options offer 
variations in verb forms, but only Option D places the verbs in parallel tense and form. Option D is 
the correct answer.

A B C D

7% 7% 18% 68%

B.6

7. Which word is spelled incorrectly?

A  chocolate in sentence 4 
B  curious in sentence 5 
C  refrigerators in sentence 10 
D  akward in sentence 12  *

Students are asked to identify an incorrectly spelled word. Options A, B, and C offer the correct 
versions of commonly misspelled words. The correct answer is D.

A B C D

5% 6% 36% 52%
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WRITING

B.5

8.  Without losing or changing meaning, which revision of sentence 13 best eliminates 
language that repeats? 

A  Today, microwave ovens are so common that about ninety percent of all 
households currently have one. 

B  Today, microwave ovens are so common that about ninety percent of all 
households in the United States have one.  *

C  Microwave ovens are very common today; about ninety percent of all households 
in the United States have one at the present time. 

D  Microwave ovens are so ordinary that it is common knowledge that about ninety 
percent of all households in the United States have one. 

This item asks students to identify the sentence that has been revised to remove repetitive language. 
Option B is the correct answer. Other answer options retain synonyms (“Today” and “currently,” 
“today” and “at the present time”) or the repetition of a single word (“that”). 

A B C D

19% 58% 15% 7%
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WRITING

Writing Passage 3 with Multiple-Choice Items

Read the passage below and then answer questions 9–12 on pages 8–10.

1 Marbles, and games involving marbles, are thousands of years old.  2 Marbles are 
among the objects found in ancient Egyptian, Roman, and Native American ruins.  
3 These early marbles were made of clay or stone, but most marbles are made of glass. 

4 In 1846, a German inventor created a special type of scissors that could cut glass.  
 5 This led to the mass-manufacturing of marbles.  6 Some people collect marbles for their 
visual appeal. 7 Glass, in its almost liquid form, is first shaped into long cylinders and 
then cut into smaller pieces using these special shears.  8 The rectangular pieces of glass 
are dropped onto spinning conveyers that round the edges as the glass cools and 
hardens. 

9 Marbles come in a wide variety of sizes.  10 Game marbles are usually about half 
an inch in diameter, but they can be as large as three inches across. 

11 One popular marble game involves shooting a marble at another player’s marble. 
12 If the marble is hit, the shooter keeps both.  13 Another game is played in a circle, and 
each player tries to rid the circle of other players marbles. 

14 Marbles remains a popular game, and marble players around the globe gather 
each year to play in marble Tournaments. 

B.5

9.  Choose the best placement for the word today in sentence 3. 

A  Today, these early marbles were made of clay or stone, but most marbles are made 
of glass. 

B  These early marbles were made of clay or stone, today, but most marbles are made 
of glass. 

C  These early marbles were made of clay or stone, but today most marbles are made 
of glass.  *

D  These early marbles were made of clay or stone, but most marbles are today made 
of glass. 

Students are asked to choose the best place for the one-word modifi er “today” in a sentence from 
the passage. Options A, B, and D suggest illogical or incorrect placements for the word. The correct 
answer is C because the second half of the sentence switches from the past to the present (“but” is 
the cue), and “today” smoothly moves the idea forward.

A B C D

7% 4% 86% 3%
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WRITING

B.5

10.  Which sentence is off-topic and should be removed? 

A  sentence 2 
B  sentence 6  *
C  sentence 8 
D  sentence 12 

This item asks students to identify and remove an irrelevant detail from the passage. Options 
A, C, and D remain on topic and support sentences preceding or following them. Only Option 
B—“sentence 6”—introduces a new topic (collectors and reasons for collecting) that is not 
supported by other details in the passage.

A B C D

7% 67% 14% 11%

B.6

11.  Which word needs an apostrophe? 

A  thousands in sentence 1 
B  its in sentence 7 
C  inches in sentence 10 
D  players in sentence 13  *

Students are provided four words that end in “s” and asked to identify which word needs an 
apostrophe. Students must look at each word in context and decide whether it is a simple plural or 
if it is in possessive form. Option D is the correct answer, as it is the marbles that belong to other 
players (“players’ marbles”). 

A B C D

8% 31% 5% 56%
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WRITING

B.6

12.  Which phrase has an error in capitalization? 

A  German inventor in sentence 4 
B  type of scissors in sentence 4 
C  around the globe in sentence 14 
D  marble Tournaments in sentence 14  * 

Option D is the correct answer because “tournaments” is a common noun in this context.

A B C D

9% 3% 3% 86%
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WRITING

PSSA PERSUASIVE SCORING GUIDELINE

FOCUS Sharp, distinct controlling point presented as a position and made convincing through a 
clear, thoughtful, and substantiated argument with evident awareness of task and audience.

CONTENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Substantial, relevant, and illustrative content that demonstrates a clear understanding 
of the purpose. Thoroughly elaborated argument that includes a clear position consistently 
supported with precise and relevant evidence. Rhetorical (persuasive) strategies are 
evident.

ORGANIZATION Effective organizational strategies and structures, such as logical order and transitions, 
to develop a position supported with a purposeful presentation of content.

STYLE Precise control of language, stylistic techniques, and sentence structures that creates 
a consistent and effective tone.

FOCUS Clear controlling point presented as a position and made convincing through a 
credible and substantiated argument with general awareness of task and audience. 

CONTENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Adequate, specifi c and/or illustrative content that demonstrates an understanding 
of the purpose. Suffi ciently elaborated argument that includes a clear position supported 
with some relevant evidence. Rhetorical (persuasive) strategies may be evident.

ORGANIZATION Organizational strategies and structures, such as logical order and transitions, to 
develop a position supported with suffi cient presentation of content.

STYLE
Appropriate control of language, stylistic techniques, and sentence structures that 
creates a consistent tone.

 

FOCUS Vague evidence of a controlling point presented as a position that may lack a credible 
and/or substantiated argument with an inconsistent awareness of task and audience. 

CONTENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Inadequate, vague content that demonstrates a weak understanding of the purpose. 
Insuffi ciently elaborated argument that includes an underdeveloped position supported 
with little evidence.

ORGANIZATION Inconsistent organizational strategies and structures, such as logical order and transitions, 
to develop a position with inadequate presentation of content.

STYLE Limited control of language and sentence structures that creates interference with tone.

FOCUS Little or no evidence of a controlling point presented as a position that lacks a credible 
and/or substantiated argument with minimal awareness of task and audience.

CONTENT 
DEVELOPMENT

Minimal evidence of content that demonstrates a lack of understanding of the purpose. 
Unelaborated argument that includes an undeveloped position supported with minimal or no 
evidence.

ORGANIZATION Little or no evidence of organizational strategies and structures, such as logical order and 
transitions, to develop a position with insuffi cient presentation of content.

STYLE Minimal control of language and sentence structures that creates an inconsistent tone.
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WRITING

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT

You will have approximately 60 minutes to plan, write, and proofread your response 
to this writing prompt:

Plan 

Before you write:

  Read the prompt carefully so you understand exactly what you are being asked 
to do.

  Consider topic, task, and audience.
  Think about what you want to write. 
  Use scratch paper to organize your thoughts. Use strategies like mapping or outlining.

Write 

As you write:

  Maintain a clear and consistent position or claim.
  Include specific details; use examples and reasons, and facts to support your position.
  Use a variety of well-constructed, complete sentences.
  Use a logical organization with an obvious introduction, body, and conclusion.

Proofread

After you write:

  Did you support your ideas with specific details?
  Do the point of view and tone remain consistent?
  Did you check for capitalization, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and usage 

errors?

Go on to the next page to begin writing your response. GO ON

Write your response on pages 13 and 14.

Select a job you can do and write an essay that persuades an adult to 
hire you.

Assessed
   Skill

Score
Point 4

Score
Point 3

Score
Point 2

Score
Point 1

Composition 17% 61% 21% 2%
Conventions 15% 60% 23% 2%
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WRITING

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  
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WRITING

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  



15Grade 8 Writing Item Sampler Supplement 2009–2010

WRITING

AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE THIS WRITING 
BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT (continued)
FINAL COPY
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WRITING

Composition Score 4

The writer opens his/her paper by asserting that he/she wants to be hired as a 
columnist for the reader’s newspaper. This sharp controlling point is maintained 
throughout the paper as the writer introduces and explains point after point of 
why he/she should be hired (“I can write about anything,” “I can speak and write 
Spanish fluently,” “I’ll take any column that you wish me to write”). The writer’s 
position is supported in each paragraph and reaffirmed in the introduction and 
conclusion. Transitions such as “Also,” “This brings me to my next point,” and 
“After investigating, it’s back to the desk to write and edit” move the reader easily 
through the paper.

Each reason is supported with specific details: “My teachers compliment me on my 
ability to report the news and even make them sound better than what they actually 
were” and “I have been able to write about topics anywhere from politics to book 
reviews.” Persuasive techniques are present throughout the paper, including cause 
and effect (“If you hire me as your next columnist, I’ll take any column…”) and 
a rebuttal to a potential counter argument (“If, the topic turns out to be a not-so-
interesting topic, I’ll make it interesting”).

The writer demonstrates precise control of language, audience awareness (“Please 
consider the following,” “You should hire me because”), and voice (“I’ll be the first 
one to jump into action”). Variety in sentence structure and length produce fluent 
reading.

This essay exemplifies strong and consistent control of composition skills in the 
persuasive mode.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  



18Grade 8 Writing Item Sampler Supplement 2009–2010

WRITING

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT (continued)
FINAL COPY

AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE THIS WRITING 
BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.



Composition Score 4

The writer opens his/her paper with a hook about the “finely” and “delicately” 
cut turf of a golf course and then presents three reasons he/she should be hired to 
mow lawns.  This sharp controlling point is maintained throughout the paper as 
the points are developed in logical order in succeeding paragraphs.  The writer’s 
position is reaffirmed in each paragraph, as well as in the introduction and 
conclusion.  Transitions such as “In addition,” “Along with being experienced,”  
“Lastly,” “After all my experience mowing lawns,” and “Also” move the reader 
easily through the paper.

Each reason is supported with specific details: “My lawns are filled with trees, 
gardens, shrubs, and other assorted obstacles,” “In school, I am a straight A student, 
a feat that I had to work very hard to achieve,” and “After all my experience 
mowing lawns, I know the tricks and secrets to mowing a lawn with great speed.”

The writer demonstrates precise control of language with the use of specific, 
relevant vocabulary.  The tone is consistently friendly but authoritative and 
convincing (“I will put this same effort into every lawn I mow” and “No matter how 
hard the job is, I will always rise up to the challenge”).  Variety in sentence structure 
and length produces fluent reading.

This essay exemplifies strong and consistent control of composition skills in the 
persuasive mode. 

19Grade 8 Writing Item Sampler Supplement 2009–2010
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  
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AFTER YOU HAVE CHECKED YOUR WORK, CLOSE THIS WRITING 
BOOKLET SO YOUR TEACHER WILL KNOW YOU ARE FINISHED.

PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT (continued)
FINAL COPY

Composition Score 3

The writer presents himself/herself as a credible babysitter-for-hire and adequately 
elaborates three personal attributes that make him/her “well equipped” to care for 
children (“raised in a very large household,” “physically able to care for young and 
older children,” and “I am very responsible…”).

Adequate, relevant details support the writer’s position that he/she is capable of 
caring for children.  Examples of the family situation (“With my many siblings, and 
my mother running a home daycare, I was always around children and helping out 
around the house”) and past experience (“I have references from past babysitting 
clients, volunteer leaders and others who I have helped out in the past”) present 
credible evidence of  the writer’s abilities.

The content is organized in logical order with a straight forward introduction about 
the writer and a conclusion that indicates awareness of task and audience (“I hope 
that you will allow me to take care of your little ones in the future”).  

The writer demonstrates appropriate control of language with the use of general but 
appropriate vocabulary and a variety of sentence structures and length, as well as 
sufficient audience awareness and voice.

This essay exemplifies adequate control of composition skills in the persuasive 
mode.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  
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WRITING

Composition Score 2

The writer’s position is that he/she wants to be hired as an MLB player. The writer 
makes the assumption that the reader will know what “MLB” means, demonstrating 
an inconsistent awareness of audience and task.  

An insufficiently elaborated argument includes an underdeveloped position 
supported with little evidence.  The writer’s qualifications are listed without facts, 
details, or examples presented to support the writer’s claims (“I can catch the ball 
really good to get them out and I can throw great to all the bases to get them out,”  
“The positions that i’m good at are 3rd base, short stop, 1st base, catcher, outfield, 
andi 2nd base,” and “I want this job because i’m really good at this sport and can do 
alot for my team and for the fans and the manager and the owner of the team”).  

The one sentence introduction (“I want to be a MLB player”) and one sentence 
conclusion (“If you hire me I could make more people watch baseball and that 
would bring the radings up on the tv and would make them more money because 
more people that can’t make it to the game will watch to see what happens”) are 
ineffective.  The conclusion also introduces new concepts, such as the TV ratings and 
making more money for the team, indicating an inconsistent organizational strategy.  

The writer demonstrates limited control of language with appropriate, but general, 
vocabulary and limited sentence variety.

This essay exemplifies limited control of composition skills in the persuasive mode.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  

Composition Score 1

The writer of this brief essay states that he/she would like to get into the music 
business and concludes by saying “Then, soon I will teach other kids how to read 
and write and play music.”  Two additional ideas are expressed that the writer 
“would like to learn how to play the guitar and plano” and wants to be a musician 
in order to “express myself on feelings ona song.”  There is no further elaboration 
or development of any of the ideas.  There is no evidence of an organizational plan, 
since the essay is so brief.  There is only minimal evidence of skill demonstrated in 
all aspects of composing.

This essay exemplifies little or no control of composition skills in the persuasive 
mode. 
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PSSA CONVENTIONS SCORING GUIDELINE 

 
Thorough control of sentence formation.

Few errors, if any, are present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation, 
but the errors that are present do not interfere with meaning.

 
Adequate control of sentence formation.

Some errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation, but 
few, if any, of the errors that are present may interfere with meaning.

 
Limited and/or inconsistent control of sentence formation. Some sentences 
may be awkward or fragmented. 

Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation, and 
some of those errors may interfere with meaning.

Minimal control of sentence formation. Many sentences are awkward and 
fragmented.

Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation, and 
many of those errors may interfere with meaning.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  
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Conventions Score 4

The writer demonstrates thorough control of sentence formation with the use of 
correctly constructed compound and complex sentences (“If you ask anybody about 
me, one thing they will tell you is that I am hardworking” and “In my spare time, 
I make short films, and I can transfer my experience…”).  The writer demonstrates 
sophisticated understanding of grammar with the purposeful use of a double 
negative (“…you cannot afford not to hire me”).  Few errors, if any, are present in 
spelling, grammar, and usage.  Only a few comma errors (“Not only do I get good 
grades but I take gifted and honors math courses”) are present, and there is only one 
capitalization error (“since Elementary school”).  None of the errors interfere with 
reading or meaning.

This essay exemplifies strong and consistent control of conventions for writing.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  
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WRITING

Conventions Score 3

The writer demonstrates adequate control of sentence formation.  The first sentence 
(“I have heard you need a new server, and I am the perfect candidate for working 
for you at Ice Cream Place”), although correct, is somewhat awkward and would be 
better rewritten.  The word “be” is missing in the sentence, “With a good looking 
cone, the person receiving the ice cream will [be] more likely to come back,…”  
Other sentences are constructed correctly.  There are no other spelling, grammar, 
usage, or punctuation errors present in the essay, and none of the errors interfere 
with meaning.

This essay exemplifies adequate control of conventions for writing.
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PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
FINAL COPY

If you need additional space, please continue on the next page. GO ON

COPYRIGHT PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. DO NOT DUPLICATE.  

Conventions Score 2

Although there are no serious sentence problems in the few sentences that make 
up this essay, the essay is so brief that the writer has not demonstrated adequate 
sentence formation.  The semicolon in the first sentence should be replaced with a 
comma, and the second part of the sentence should read “it would be [the job of]
illusionist.”  “Perform” in the third sentence is misspelled as “preform,” and 
“astonished” is misspelled as “astanished.” “Job” in the fourth sentence should not 
be capitalized.  Although these errors do not severely interfere with meaning, the 
writer has not demonstrated enough to be considered adequate.

This essay exemplifies limited control of conventions for writing.
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Conventions Score 1

The writer demonstrates an inability to construct correct, complete sentences.  There 
are many errors in spelling (“prepareing,” “qualitys,” and “hirer”), usage (“I will 
pesuay”), grammar, and punctuation.  These errors severely interfere with the 
meaning the writer is trying to convey.  

This essay exemplifies minimal control of conventions for writing.
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SUMMATIVE DATA TABLE

Note:  The percentages for student data have been rounded.

Multiple-Choice Items

Sampler
Sequence

A B C D

1 32% 50% 5% 12%
2 87% 1% 1% 11%
3 1% 4% 23% 72%
4 9% 15% 18% 59%
5 59% 20% 10% 11%
6 7% 7% 18% 68%
7 5% 6% 36% 52%
8 19% 58% 15% 7%
9 7% 4% 86% 3%

10 7% 67% 14% 11%
11 8% 31% 5% 56%
12 9% 3% 3% 86%

Writing Prompt

Assessed
    Skill

Score
Point 4

Score
Point 3

Score
Point 2

Score
Point 1

Composition 17% 61% 21% 2%
Conventions 15% 60% 23% 2%
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