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MESSAGE FROM MRS. CITRON:
Dear GW Parents & Guardians,
Welcome December and the winter season, which
is approached at a surprising rate! Since winter
weather is already upon us and we have many new
families this year, it is important to review the
following items and for you to keep in mind this
winter season:

Children should come to
Mark Your Calendar
school properly attired for the existing
November 21-23–
conditions. They will be outside for recess Thanksgiving Break-No School
unless there is precipitation or it is
December 3– Fire drill
dangerously cold. It is essential that
students wear hats and gloves for
December 3– School Board
Reorganization meeting
protection against the chill. Although
school personnel will remind students to
December 4– Dine to Donate
dress appropriately for the weather, the
@ Couch Tomato West
responsibility of wearing coats to and from Chester Location 5-8 PM
school and on the playground is the
December 6– 5th Grade
Choral Concert 9:15 & 7:00
students. I encourage you to assist your
child in making wise decisions by
December 6– Full Day K Panel
discussing the importance of dressing
Discussion 6:00PM
appropriately for the weather. It is also
December 7– 5th Grade Field
appreciated if your child’s name is
trip to People’s Light
written inside of his/her coat and any
December 12– District Band &
other personal belongings. We
Orchestra Concert 9:30 & 7:00
currently have many unclaimed items in
@ GWES
the lost and found and this will help them
December 21– Noon Dismissal
get to their appropriate owner.
Winter Break
Should there be an accumulation of snow;
children will be permitted to play in it at recess PARKING REMINDER:
Below are a couple of important
if they are equipped with all the appropriate
reminders to keep in mind when
snow gear: gloves, boots, hats, snow pants and visiting GWES.
coat.
 Park in unnumbered spots–
Lastly, as we experienced last week, students
numbered spaces are for
should be prepared for the possibility of an
staff.
unscheduled early dismissal due to inclement
 Please be courteous to our
weather by knowing an alternate plan in case
neighbors. Refrain from
no one is home. This is an excellent
parking on their yards or
blocking their driveways.
opportunity to review your child’s emergency
plan with him/her. When school has a delayed
 Be careful parking on grassy
opening, or it is canceled altogether, the school
areas. These spots may be
district will use the School Messenger phone
difficult to exit.
and e-mail system for early morning
 The back lot and track
notification (School Messenger will also be
parking area is available for
used for unscheduled early dismissals) as well
our evening events. We will
make sure the bus doors are
as continuing to use the television and radio
open for your access.
(our closing number is 855) announcements.
The Great Valley School District
webpage is another good source of
information.
Warm Regards,
Bonnie S. Citron

All around us the leaves are blowing and turning bright orange, red
and gold— how quickly autumn
Citadel Heart of Learning
has arrived as has the chill in the
air. The turning of colors and the
Each year, Citadel receives thousands of end of daylight savings time pronominations to honor local teachers with ceeded a busy month of activities
the nationally recognized Citadel Heart of
in November at General Wayne
Learning Award. The nominations are
reviewed and they select 15 finalists from Elementary. First, our turkey trot
across the county. Each finalist receives participants definitely worked hard
$500 to use for classroom materials.
and enjoyed the experience this
From this group, three winners are select- year! They ran the event in some
ed, one from each level. The winners re- amazing times. Congrats to Kate
ceive an additional $1500 for use in the
and Vincent– our two top finishclassroom. Last year, our very own,
ers!
Kelly DeMillion was selected as the
Great Valley recipient and went on to
earn the elementary title.
#cantbeatthequeen Please consider nominating a GWES teacher for the 18-19 Citadel Heart of Learning! Nominations are
due by December 31,2018 and can be
submitted online at CitadelHeartofLearning.com.
District Studies Full-Day Kindergarten
The Great Valley School District initiated a process in October to study full-day
kindergarten as a possibility, beginning
in the 2019-2020 school year. Until
February 2019, the District will address
a variety of factors associated with fullday kindergarten, including impacts on
finance and facilities, as well as educational program. The study period will
also include a number of opportunities
for parents, staff, and the community to
offer input and feedback, and to learn
more about research associated with full
-day kindergarten programs. All of the
work from October through February
will be shared with the School Board at
its monthly meetings, which are aired
on GVTV and available via the District
website.
In addition, the District will host a series
of school-based community forums.
Teachers and administrators will participate in a facilitated 45-minute panel discussion about various elements of a potential full-day program. The audience
will be invited to ask questions at the
end of each forum. Parents are welcome
to attend a meeting in any school. Dates
are as follows:
November 28, 6:00 p.m. at K.D. Markley
December 6, 6:00 p.m. at General
Wayne
December 10, 6:00 p.m. at Sugartown
December 11, 6:00 p.m. at Charlestown
A section of the GVSD website includes
information related to the District’s
study of full-day kindergarten. Visit
www.gvsd.org/fdk for more information.

Last week we held our annual Kindergarten Thanksgiving Play. The students learned history, music, life lessons and made amazing lifelong memories. In addition to the play, the children were invited to a feast catered by
our wonderful food service department. As you can see we have had a
lot of great learning opportunities.

JUST WRITE A CHECK
Don’t forget our PTO is sponsoring a Just Write a Check
Campaign as our Fall Fundraiser.
The money we raise goes to offset
the costs of assemblies, field
trips, classroom funds, and so
much more. In order to continue
to fund these events we need your
support. Please consider donating to our PTO by “Just Writing a
Check”. Also, contact your
employer to see if they offer a
matching program. For more
information: https://
docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/
b4fe6eca37abfd081f4f21aa082712de58fc51.pdf

As of 11/20 we have raised
$5000 towards our
goal of $12,000.
Please consider
contributing to
this very important cause!

