Dear GW Parents/Guardians:
Can you believe Fall arrives on Saturday, September 22nd and we are well into another
extraordinary school year? I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff, family members
and our students at General Wayne Elementary for facilitating such a smooth start to the school year.
This year especially, since now we have 550 students and about 430 families at GWES. WOW! I’d also
like to thank you for working to establish a “school routine” for your child. It is important for your child
to attend school regularly, arrive on time (8:40am), ensure their homework is completed, and be well
rested. We want your child to be rejuvenated and prepared to meet the daily activities of school. By
committing to a parent-school partnership, I know we can make the year dynamic and enjoyable.
This week we give advanced notice by highlighting the General Wayne Elementary School’s Back
to School Night scheduled for Thursday, September 20, 2018. This is a great opportunity for you to meet
your child’s teacher and have him/her outline the year’s plans for you.
The following agenda of the evening’s activities will allow parents to visit with more than one
teacher and to hear entire presentations.





7:00-Individual classroom sessions- Attend any teacher’s complete presentation.
7:30- Take the opportunity to preview the options for your family and children: like meet PTO
Committees/Board members, preview Kid Stuff Books, learn about our upcoming fall fundraiser
and gather information from a variety of community sponsored groups or organizations regarding
activities for your children.
8:00- Individual classroom sessions-Hear another teacher’s complete presentation or take
advantage of this chance to visit with one of your child’s special subject area teachers.

Please note that this function is for parents only. Please make arrangements to keep children at
home for this event. Also, please keep in mind to use the parking lot near the General Wayne Elementary
School track and football field. We will make sure our doors are open for access to the building. Thank
you in advance for your support and understanding!
Also noteworthy, Friday September 21st is General Wayne Elementary School’s Picture Day. A flyer
with specifics, including package pricing will be sent home next week with each child. These individual
portraits constitute the first part of our comprehensive photo program with Lifetouch. Later in the year,
we will offer group pictures and specialty portraits. Every student will have his/her picture taken on
September 21st, but packages will be processed only for students purchasing in advance. Lifetouch
guarantees your satisfaction. If you wish to buy a package, please have your child bring in the money by
the day pictures are taken or pay online via the Lifetouch website. Monday, October 22nd (1:00) has been
scheduled for retakes and a second opportunity for children not in school on September 21st. If you
purchase a package, please make your check or money order payable to Lifetouch, not General Wayne
Elementary School. There will be additional information available on the GWES website or call the school
office with any questions, 610-647-6651.
The items listed below are important pieces of information. Thank you for taking time to read over
this material. Enjoy the beginning of the school year and all the excitement the fall season brings! Please
do not hesitate to contact any of us at GWES should you have a question or concern.

As you know, one of the many reasons General Wayne is such a wonderful place to learn and grow is due to
parent involvement at home and school. Our School Board Policy #916 now requires parent volunteers to
have background checks/clearances. Parents are urged to read more about the requirements by
visiting www.gvsd.org/clearances.
As a reminder, a volunteer is defined as an adult serving in an unpaid position in which they are individually responsible for the
welfare of a child or have “direct contact with children.” This matrix is a helpful tool in determining how certain “visitor”
roles are defined within the volunteer requirements of the law.

Please remember that Act 153 is a state law. School districts have no ability to change the mandates of that law. Please know,
however, that we have always taken great pride in our Great Valley families and their volunteer efforts and will remain
grateful for your continued involvement in our schools.

Thanks for your cooperation with this new state requirement.

The official school day starts at 8:50 AM when students are to be in their classrooms ready to begin. A bell rings at 8:50,
and students who are not in their classrooms are marked tardy (exception for late bus). Car riders and walkers should
arrive between 8:40 and 8:50 AM. ***Parents are reminded that students are not to arrive at school before 8:40 AM.
There is no supervision by school personnel prior to 8:40 AM. The children will remain outside until the bell rings at
8:40.
Students begin their dismissal at approximately 3:38 PM and buses typically depart GWES by 3:50-3:55 PM.
If you plan to pick up your child before the end of the day, you need to come to the office where the secretary will call
your child from his/her room. Sending a note to your child’s teacher in the morning helps in getting assignments ready
before the student leaves.
All students are encouraged to ride buses to and from school. However, if parents are dropping off and/or picking up
students, the following procedures will be followed: DROP OFF (8:40 – 8:50 AM)
Parents dropping off their children in the morning should not arrive before 8:40. Plan on dropping off your child
between 8:40 – 8:50. Parents should wait in the car line. Please do not release the child(ren) until the car has reached
the sidewalk area at the side of the building. Once the parent has reached the sidewalk area, the child(ren) can get out
of the car and walk into the building. PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE DROP OFF LANE, the school and other parents
appreciate your cooperation with this effort.
Parents please do not drive around the bus loop in the back of the building (Grubb Road). This loop should be
used exclusively by our buses.
An extremely important source of information for you is the student and parent handbook. Procedures and policies are
provided to answer your questions. There have been some changes so it would be beneficial for you to read.
When you review the handbook with your child https://www.gvsd.org/domain/4, please call special attention to the
following sections:






Attendance
Student Behavior
o Weapons
o Technology
Birthday Party invites
Transportation

Dress code for safety purposes: Shoes must be worn at all times. Flip Flops and backless sandals are not permitted due
to safety concerns specifically at recess time.
* Shorts should be long enough to reach mid-thigh and cover posterior when sitting, standing or bending.

Elementary students who participate in extracurricular activities will be required to pay a fee of $40 per activity. For
example, if your elementary student participates in Envirothon and the musical, he/she will be required to pay $40 per
activity for a total of $80. (Please see the website for a complete list and further information:
https://www.gvsd.org/Domain/696
Any activity on this list will require the $40 fee. To assist families with multiple students, the District has imposed caps on
activity fees as follows: Elementary - Individual student cap at $120; family cap at $300. All activity fees will be waived
for students who qualify for our free or reduced lunch program. If your child qualifies for free or reduced lunch, please
contact Mrs. Citron so arrangements can be made. If you are not on the free or reduced lunch program but are
experiencing financial struggles please contact Mrs. Citron for assistance. Strict confidentiality will be maintained.
Please be aware of some additional details:






Fees will be collected by each activity sponsor/advisor;
Fees may be paid by check or money order sent directly to the school or online via PayForIt;
Students may not participate in the activity(ies) until the fee for the activity is paid;
Fees are non‐refundable except in cases that involve roster limitations and try‐out situations (Note: If a student is
not selected to participate in a try-out activity, checks and money orders will be destroyed and not returned.);
Refunds will not be issued when students quit, transfer schools, sustain injury, or are dismissed from a
team/activity.

Our teachers certainly want to hear from you throughout the school year. Your questions, concerns, and compliments
are important to us. The teachers will do their best to respond to your communication as soon as possible. However,
please remember if you email a teacher or leave a voice message for him/her, you might not receive an immediate
response. The teachers are working directly with the children for most of the school day and may not respond to your
email or voice message until the end of the day or beginning of the following day.
Also, it is extremely important that you inform the office/teacher of any changes to your child’s routine for dismissal
ASAP. A written note works best, but a phone call to the office or email to one of the secretaries works as well. This
communication if extremely important for maintaining your child’s safety. We appreciate your cooperation
Please check our General Wayne website for additional information and announcements of upcoming events. Our
school’s website is a link on the Great Valley School District website: www.gvsd.org.

