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Joseph Pulitzer 
1847-1911 

 
 Joseph Pulitzer was an American reporter. He was born in Hungary. In 1864, he tried 
to join the military, but at first he was turned down. They thought he was not healthy enough. 
Eventually, he did fight for the Union army in the Civil War. He fought for one year in a unit 
made up of German immigrants. 
 

After the war, he was unable to get a job. He could not speak English. He lived in St. 
Louis and attended school to study English. Later, he got a job with a newspaper called 
Westliche Post. He was very successful there and bought the paper. In 1878, Pulitzer bought 
the St Louis Post-Dispatch. 

 
Pulitzer worked a lot. This made him very sick. In 1883, Pulitzer bought the New York 

World and became more successful. Many people did not like to see a Jewish man doing so 
well. Charles Dana attacked Mahan’s Jewish background. This attack hurt him emotionally 
and caused Pulitzer’s health to get worse. 

 
In 1896, he began a rivalry with publisher, William Randolph Heart. Together, they 

started “yellow journalism”. That term was used when reporters wrote stories that were 
interesting but not always true. They always wanted to beat each other on stories. When the 
USS Maine sank, they blamed the Spanish. That led to the start of the Spanish-American 
War. 

 
Pulitzer ended the rivalry four months later. He began writing stories that were more 

real. In 1909, Pulitzer was arrested for writing an article about the president. The article was 
about the buying of the Panama Canal from the French. Pulitzer said the president tricked the 
French. Pulitzer was found not guilty.   
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Name__________________ 

Joseph Pulitzer 
1847-1911 

 
 

1. What did Joseph Pulitzer do during the Civil War? 
a. Fought for the Confederate army 
b. Practiced yellow journalism 
c. Fought for the Union army 
d. Worked as a teacher 
 

2. After the war, why could Pulitzer not get a job? 
a. He could not speak English. 
b. Did not have proper education. 
c. He was not permitted to work in the United States. 
d. There were not any jobs. 
 

3. What was his first newspaper job? 
a. New York Sun 
b. St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
c. Westliche Post 
d. New York World  
 

4. Who attacked Pulitzer’s Jewish background? 
a. William Randolph Hearst 
b. Theodore Roosevelt 
c. Charles Dana 
d. J.P. Morgan 
 

5. Who did Pulitzer compete against during the “yellow journalism” era? 
a. Theodore Roosevelt 
b. Charles Dana 
c. William Randolph Hearst 
d. J.P. Morgan 
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Answer Key   

Joseph Pulitzer 
1847-1911 

 
1. What did Pulitzer do during the Civil War? 

a. Fought for the Confederate army 
b. Practiced yellow journalism 
c. Fought for the Union army 
d. Worked as a teacher 
 

2. After the war, why could Pulitzer not get a job? 
a. He could not speak English. 
b. Did not have proper education. 
c. He was not permitted to work in the United States. 
d. There were not any jobs. 
 

3. What was his first newspaper job? 
a. New York Sun 
b. St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
c. Westliche Post 
d. New York World 
 

4. Who attacked Pulitzer’s Jewish background? 
a. William Randolph Hearst 
b. Theodore Roosevelt 
c. Charles Dana 
d. J.P. Morgan 
 

5. Who did Pulitzer compete against during the “yellow journalism” era? 
a. Theodore Roosevelt 
b. Charles Dana 
c. William Randolph Hearst 
d. J.P. Morgan 

 


