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Name: _________________________ 

Immigrants 
 

Introduction 
 

- American immigrants made innumerable contributions in American history. 

Hundreds of thousands of immigrants arrived on ships at Ellis Island. To be 

an immigrant seeing America for the first time had to be exciting. The first 

sight in New York Harbor would have been the Statue of Liberty. Many 

notable people have come through Ellis Island including Bob Hope, Knute 

Rockne, and Charlie Chaplin. 

 

- You are to research the life of immigrants in the United States in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries.  

 

Task 

 
You are to play the role of an immigrant coming to the United States in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. You must begin with the trip from your respective 

country, your experience at Ellis Island, finding a place to live, and finding work. 

You must record your experiences and enter them into a journal. You will be 

permitted to choose one of three different nationalities. You may use the web sites 

provided, or other research materials. 

 

Process 
 

1. Research the life of an immigrant from one of the following countries: 

England, Scotland, or Germany. 

 

2. You will create five journal entries. 

 

a. the trip from your country 

b. your experience at Ellis Island 

c. your experiences finding a place to live 

d. your experiences finding work 

e. Any other experiences you may face. For example, attending a play, a 

sporting event, or meeting immigrants from other countries. 
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3. Each journal entry must be dated. Please, no consecutive days. You cannot 

sail from Scotland, receive a physical at Ellis Island, find a home, find 

work, and attend a play, all in five days. Each entry must be five to seven 

sentences. 

 

4. Use the following questions to write your journal entries. Feel free to add any 

additional information you think would make your entries more interesting. 

 

5. Describe the trip from your country. 

a. From what country did you travel? 

b. How long was the trip from your country? 

c. With whom did you come to America?  

d. What were the conditions on your trip? 

e. Were there many people from your country on the ship with you? 

 

6. Describe your experience at Ellis Island. 

a. What was the first thing authorities required you to do when once you 

entered Ellis Island? 

b. How long was your stay at Ellis Island? 

c. Did you have any problems at Ellis Island? 

 

7. Describe your experiences finding a place to live. 

a. Where are you planning to live? 

b. How many people will live with you? 

c. Who is living with you? 

d.  Are you planning to live outside of New York City? 

 

8. Describe your experiences finding work. 

a. What work did you do in your home country? 

b. What skills do you have? 

c. What work are you willing to do in the United States? 

d. Are you planning to support your family by yourself? 

 

9. Describe any other experiences you may face. For example, describe attending 

a play, a sporting event, or meeting immigrants from other countries. 

a. Create the life you would expect to have as a new immigrant to the 

United States. 

b. Make it interesting, but appropriate! 
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Resources 
 

Immigration 

- http://www.pbs.org/now/society/immhistory.html 

- http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/immigration_set1.html 

- http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook28.html 

- http://www.aiisf.org/history 

- http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm 

 

Ellis Island 

- http://www.ellisisland.org/ 

- http://www.ellisisland.com/  

- http://www.history.com/minisites/ellisisland/ 

- http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm 

 

Evaluation 
 

For a scoring rubric, go to CICERO/Unit 10/Professional 

Development/Rubrics/Web Quest. 

 

Conclusion 
 

- What have you learned from your research? 

- Is there any surprising information you thought was odd or false? 

- Did the sources present the same information? 

- Did you see any interesting photographs of immigrants? 

- Did you discover any additional interesting immigrant stories?  

 

For further information on immigrants, go to www.cicerohistory.com. Click on 

“U.S.A. and the World.” 

Activities — Historical Maps and Dialogues 

Gallery — Pictures, People, and Political Cartoons 

Maps — Interactive Maps 

Timeline — Timeline 
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